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UNCLAS //N14021// 

SUBJ: SITREP-POL ONE AND FINAL, MEDIUM INLAND HAZMAT RELEASE AT DOW 

CHEMICAL, FREEPORT, TX. 

1. SITUATION: 

1.A. ON 28FEB14 AT 1116 (LOCAL), MSU TEXAS CITY RECEIVED A REPORT OF A 60,000 

POUND (6,700 GALLONS) RELEASE OF PHENOL (CARBOLIC ACID) INTO A PROCESS 

DISCHARGE CANAL  WITHIN THE DOW CHEMICAL FACILITY FROM A PIPELINE LOCATED 

IN THE B-1700 PLANT AREA THAT OCCURED AT 0200 ON 28FEB14. THE PHENOL RELEASE 

COMBINED WITH WATER IN THE CANAL RESULTING IN APPROXIMATELY 10 MILLION 

GALLONS OF CONTAMINATED WATER.  THE CONTAMINATED WATER IS CONTAINED BY 

LEVEES AND PUMPING STATION IN THE AREA WERE SECURED, KEEPING THE 

PRODUCTING FROM ENTERING THE NEAREST NAVIGABLE WATERWAY, THE BRAZOS 

RIVER APPROXIMATELY 0.5 MILES AWAY. CURRENT MONITORING OF CONTAMINATED 

WATER INDICATED A PH OF 7.6 AND 800-900 PPM PHENOL. ON 28FEB14 AT 1430, MSU 

TEXAS CITY RESPONDED AS THE FIRST FEDERAL OFFICAL ON SCENE AND ESTABLISHED 

A UNIFIED COMMAND. 01MAR14 ,THE UNIFIED COMMAND CONSISTING OF DOW, EPA, 

USCG AND TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY (TCEQ) HAVE 

ESTABLISHED OBJECTIVIES THAT WILL RESULT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A RESPONSE 

AND REMEDIATION PLAN TO REMOVE AND TREAT THE CONTAMINATED WATER AND 

RETURN THE FACILTY TO NORMAL OPERATING CAPACITY. THE EPA HAS RELIEVED USCG 

MSU TEXAS CITY AS THE PRIMARY FEDERAL ON SCENE COORDINATOR (FOSC) FOR THE 

INCIDENT.   

1.B. WEATHER: WINDS 10 KTS NNW, VIS 10NM, TEMP 69F. 

2. ACTIONS TAKEN: (ALL TIMES LOCAL) 

2.A. 28 FEB 14 1300: MSU TEXAS CITY INCIDENT MANAGEMENT TEAM NOTIFIED EPA 

FEDERAL ON SCENE COORDINATOR, TEXAS COMMISSION ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, 

TGLO STATE SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT COORDINATOR, BRAZORIA COUNTY OFFICE OF 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, FREEPORT FIRE MARSHAL, COAST GUARD STATION 

FREEPORT, TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE OF THE HAZMAT RELEASE AT DOW CHEMICAL. 

MSU TEXAS CITY FOSCR AND POLLUTION RESPONSE TEAM DEPARTED UNIT. 

2.B. 1430: UNIFIED COMMAND ESTABLISHED AT INCIDENT COMMAND POST (ICP) 

LOCATED AT DOW CHEMICAL, FREEPORT, TX.  

2.C  1718: ICS-201 BRIEFING CONDUCTED AT ICP. 

2.D. 1800: UNIFIED COMMAND OBJECTIVES MEETING HELD AT ICP. 

2.E.  1920: GULF STRIKE TEAM, INCIDENT MANAGEMENT ASSIST TEAM, NOAA SCIENTIFIC 

SUPPORT COORDINATOR, TGLO STATE SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT COORDINATOR BRIEFED.  

EPA FOSC EN ROUTE TO ICP, EPA FOSC TO OBTAIN CERCLA FUNDING. 

2.F. 2115: MSU TEXAS CITY INCIDENT MANAGEMENT TEAM DEPARTED SCENE. 

2.G. 01 MAR 14 0700: MSU TEXAS CITY INCIDENT MANAGEMENT TEAM DEPARTED UNIT. 

2.H. 0815: COMMANDER, SECTOR HOUSTON-GALVESTON AND MSU TEXAS CITY INCIDENT 

MANAGEMENT TEAM ARRIVED AT THE ICP. 

2.I. 0915: COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF MEETING HELD AT ICP.  CONDUCTED 

SITUATIONAL BRIEF AND CREATED MEETING SCHEDULE FOR OPERATIONAL PERIOD.  EPA 



HAS ASSUMED FOSC IN THE UNIFIED COMMAND.  COAST GUARD TO REMAIN ON SCENE 

AS DEPUTY FOSC IN UNIFIED COMMAND AND FILLING VARIOUS POSITIONS IN THE ICS 

STRUCTURE. APPROXIMATELY 250 PERSONNEL ON-SITE AT INCIDENT COMMAND POST 

AND CONDUCTING FIELD OPERATIONS. 

2.J. 1110: NOAA SSC TO PROVIDE A RESOURCES AT RISK AND TOXICITY ANALYSIS TO 

UNIFIED COMMAND. 

3. FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  

3.A. COMPLETE OPERATIONAL PLANNING PERIOD TACTICS AND PLANNING MEETING .   

3.B. MSU TEXAS CITY PERSONNEL TO ASSIST EPA FOSC IN UNIFIED COMMAND.  

3.C. CURRENT PLAN IS TO PUMP CONTAMINATED WATER TO A RETENTION POND ON SITE 

THROUGH FACILITY PIPE SYSTEMS TO REMOVE WATER FROM THE CANAL. CARBON BED 

FILTERS WILL BE UTILIZED AFTER WATER HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR RESIDUAL 

CONTAMINATED WATER.  CONSTANT MONITORING AND TESTING OF CONTAMINATED 

WATER AND SOIL WILL REMAIN IN PLACE UNTIL REMEDIATION HAS BEEN DEEMED 

COMPLETED BY THE UNIFIED COMMAND.   

3.D. ALL FUTURE SITREPS WILL BE PROVIDED BY EPA VIA THE INCIDENT WEBSITE 

LOCATED AT EPAOSC.NET/B1700PHENOL. 
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